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What this session covers

• Accessing the U.S. census online

• Tips on what to look out for when searching 
the U.S. census online

• Non-population U.S. census information 
online



U.S. Census basics

• Done every 10 years (decennial)

• Federal records

• Questions differ for each decennial year

• Population schedule: individual and 
household information

• Census reports: demographic and regional 
information



U.S. Census online

• HeritageQuest: free through TexShare and on-
site at TSLAC

• Ancestry.com: paid subscription required; free 
access on-site at TSLAC; may be free access 
on-site at your local library

• Familysearch.org: free with user account

*Subscription links available through TSLAC on-site computers

https://texshare.net/az.php#H
http://www.ancestryinstitution.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/


HeritageQuest.com

To browse the US Census by year, click on a year

https://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA


HeritageQuest.com

What you are searching

Options for searching

https://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA


Ancestry.com

Click on “Search Now” under “SEARCH CENSUS” or 

Click on the year under “U.S. Census Records” or

Use the Search > Card Catalog

http://www.ancestryinstitution.com/


Ancestry.com

What you are searching

Options for searching

http://www.ancestryinstitution.com/


Familysearch.org

Login or create a free account
Click “Search” > “Browse all 
published collections”

http://www.familysearch.org/


Familysearch.org

Type: United States Census

Then click on the “United States Census, 1880”

http://www.familysearch.org/


Familysearch.org

What you are searching

Options for searching

http://www.familysearch.org/


Slave Schedules

• 1790* census: total number of slaves attached to household

• 1800-1840* censuses: listed with an owner, separated by sex 
and age

• 1850 and 1860 census: separate slave schedules
– Listed by slave owner

– Individual slaves described, names were rarely provided

– Available through Ancestry.com and HeritageQuest

*U.S. censuses conducted prior to Texas statehood



Non-population census schedules
• Non-population schedules

– Agriculture, Industry/Manufacturers, Social Stats…

• Bureau of the Census Catalog of Publications, 
1790-1972

• Census publications

www.census.gov/library/publications.html

https://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/catalogues/CensusCatalog1790-1972.pdf
https://www.census.gov/library/publications.html


Searching the U.S. Census online

Helpful

• Ease in access

• Indexed search

• Easier to browse

• Improved images

• Source citation and source 
background info all in one 
place

Caution

• Know where you’re 
searching

• Indexing and transcription 
errors

• 1890 census is still 
fragments only

• 72-year rule still applies



Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday, 8 am to 5 pm 
and Second Saturdays 9 am to 4 pm

Reading Room Hours: Monday – Friday, 8 am to 4:45 pm
and Second Saturdays 9 am to 3:45 pm

Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701



Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)

Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711

Phone: (512) 463-5455

Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center

Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575

Phone: (936) 336-8821

Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Contact Us

Like & Follow Us 

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov

